
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Jesus’ Last Week: Kingdom, Conflict, Crucifixion, will take us through 

Matthew 20 - 27 and invite us to find ourselves in the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Today’s 

sermon, Betrayal and Denial, is the fifth in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and 

sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, April 2: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  3:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 

  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, April 3:  

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parents Meeting 

  

Tuesday, April 4: 

 10:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board 

  Noon  Ladies Luncheon 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Practice 

  7:00 p.m. Scout Committee Meeting 

     

 Wednesday, April 5: 

  2:00 p.m. Growth Group 

  6:30 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 
Thursday, April 6: 

  7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 

Saturday, April 8: 

 10:00 a.m. Spring Planting at the Garden (S. 19th and Amarillo) 

 

                                    

                                       COMING UP 

Friday, April 14 & Monday, April 17:  

  Church Office and Academy Closed for Easter holiday 

 

Saturday, April 15: 

  11:00 a.m. Kids Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic 



Holy Week Schedule 
Aldersgate UMC offers several events and 

worship services that invite us to reflection 

upon Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  

 

Holy Week Prayer Services 

Monday, April 10 - Friday, April 14 @ 12:15 

in the Chapel 

During the weekdays of Holy Week, Pastor 

Steve and Pastor Amy will lead short prayer 

services to facilitate times of silence and 

reflection. The services will conclude by 12:45, so that people who would like to attend during 

their lunch break may do so and return to work on time. 

 

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 

Thursday, April 13 @ 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Tenebrae is a Latin word for shadows or darkness. This service on Thursday night will provide 

the opportunity to reflect on the events of the life of Jesus on both Maundy Thursday, which 

recognizes Jesus’ washing of his disciples feet and sharing the Passover meal with them and on 

Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified.  

 

Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic 

Saturday, April 15 @ 11 a.m. in the North Field 

On the day before Easter, the children will be invited to search for Easter Eggs in the field 

that is north of the church building, and a free picnic lunch will follow. All are welcome to 

bring lawn chairs and picnic blankets and enjoy the beautiful weather and fellowship. 

 

Three Easter Worship Services 

Sunday, April 16th @ 6:45, 9 and 11 a.m. 

      We will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus during three worship services on Easter morning. 

The first will take place at 6:45 a.m. at the Open Door Community Garden. (Bring your lawn 

chairs and stay for a free breakfast!) A traditional service will take place at 9 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary, and a contemporary service will take place in the Fellowship Hall at 11 a.m.   
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Aldersgate Alive: Cookie Monsters Needed! 
      Aldergate Alive is quickly approaching! This year’s all-

church outreach event on the morning of Sunday, April 23 

marks the seventh year of this missional effort.  

     To add a special homemade touch to each bag, we are once 

again asking for your freshly baked cookies. Please bag them six 

to a Ziploc bag (no peanut products please) and keep in your 

freezer until the Friday before Aldersgate Alive (April 21), at 

which point you can drop off at the church. If you have 

questions, please contact Jennifer Mansker at 325-668-2924 or Dianne Martin at 325-721-1320.  

Children: Art Night, April 9 
      As you know, our main hallway serves as a gallery, offering art for everyone to enjoy as we 

come to church. Once a year, our gallery showcases the artistic talents of the children of 

Aldersgate. This year, the children’s art show will go up in May and stay up all summer! So, on 

Sunday, April 9th, during our regular Kids for Christ time (5:00-7:30 p.m.), an art night has 

been planned for the children to create the masterpieces that 

will be displayed in the hallway.  

      This year, our theme will be “Fishers of People” and we 

will tell the story of Jesus calling his disciples and teaching them 

to fish for people. Please make plans for your children to attend 

Kids for Christ on April 9th, so their art can be included in the 

art show! — Alayna Brooks 

The following positions are available for hire at Aldersgate UMC: 

 director of children’s ministry 

 director of college ministry 

 coordinator of artistic design 

 

Complete job descriptions are available at www.aldersgateabilene.org. (Go to the I’m New page, 

then to Job Openings.) Interested parties are invited to submit cover letters and resumes to both 

Brad Hicks, SPRC chairperson, at hicksb1215@hotmail.com and to Amy Wilson Feltz, 

associate pastor, at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org, by Monday, April 17, 2017. 

Job Openings 

http://www.aldersgateabilene.org
mailto:hicksb1215@hotmail.com
mailto:amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org


Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $      6,831.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    54,327.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  176,904.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (17,121.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      5,548.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 3.26.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

April 8:    Spring Planting at the Garden at 10 a.m. - South 19th and Amarillo streets. 

April 23: Aldersgate Alive! - All-church outreach event on Sunday morning. Cookie Monsters 

needed for freshly baked cookies to add to each bag!  

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 215 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 186 

Sunday School = 191 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



You shall never wash my feet. – John 13:8. 

      A few years ago, I made friends with a family of refugees 

from Congo. They joined us in our home for meal, and it was 

apparent that they were struggling to understand our customs 

around food and table. A few weeks later, they invited us to 

share a meal in their home. We told our kids to eat the food 

regardless of how it looked or tasted.  We sat in the living room 

of their house when they came in from the kitchen and told us in broken English, “It is 

time for us to shower.”  Yikes!  You should have seen the look on our kids’ faces. I tried 

to clarify with my friend, and he laughed and said, “No, no, not shower, wash.”  Whew, 

we were all relieved, but before we could get to the sink to wash, large plastic tubs were 

being brought out from the kitchen in order for us to wash together. This was certainly a 

night that was different than all other nights.              

      Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all recount a final meal at Passover that Jesus shared 

with his disciples just hours before his crucifixion. The pattern of meals in the ancient 

world was broken during Passover.  The meal would begin with the youngest asking the 

question, “Why is this night different than all of than all other nights?” The meal was 

then arranged to help the ancient Jews remember and recount their delivery by God from 

death and slavery. Jesus broke the pattern of the Passover meal when he said to his 

friends, “This bread is my body, broken for you.  This wine is my blood, poured out for 

you.”   

      When we are confused by what is new, we are often tempted to grasp for control and 

seek again the familiar. I wonder if this why Jesus washed the disciples’ feet —  to show it 

is not as important to be in control as it is to let God love and serve you.   

      In what ways are you tempted to resist God’s story of love and forgiveness towards 

you?  As you come to the table this morning, I invite you to surrender your resistance 

and allow God to love you as God welcomes us all to the table. 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


